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[SCHOOL] Students Win in The Stock Market Game™ 
[CITY], Illinois – After picking stocks that propelled them to the front of the class, students from [SCHOOL] took [PLACE] in the [FALL / SPRING] semester of The Stock Market Game( program’s online portfolio simulation.  The [GRADE] grade winning student team competed in the [GRADES 4-8 / HIGH SCHOOL] level in their geographic region, beating out over [NUMBERTEAMSINDIVISION] other teams.  Competition between student teams throughout Illinois drew to a close at the end of the [FALL / SPRING] session with the highest valued portfolios receiving awards.

The winning student team includes [NAMES OF STUDENTS].   [TEACHER’S NAME] and [HIS/HER] winning team were recognized with certificates of award.
[TEACHER’SNAME] students increased their original $100,000 cash to a final portfolio equity of [FINALEQUITY].  They outperformed the S & P 500 for the same period by [PERCENTVALUE] percent.

The Stock Market Game™ program, an educational  program of Econ Illinois, teaches students about the world of investments, helping them learn to research companies, make sound investment decisions and follow those investments over a number of weeks during the school year.  Student teams begin with a virtual cash account, with which they create and manage a portfolio, which may include stocks, mutual funds and bonds.  Teams conduct research and evaluate potential investments.  They decide together how they want to invest their cash, based on what they have learned.  Even though the money is not real, stock transactions are processed at real-time prices, connecting The Stock Market Game experience with real life.  
Since its inception in Illinois in 1988, the SMG program has enrolled more than 550,000 Illinois students.  The SMG program, designed for grade 4-12 teachers and their students, is provided by Econ Illinois.  Participation is free of cost through numerous sponsorships, including major funding from Cabrera Capital Markets, LLC and  Morgan Stanley Foundation.  

Teachers use the SMG program’s online educational resources as a tool to enhance student engagement with language arts, math, business, social studies and other subject areas.  The cross-curricular lessons and materials are tied to Illinois and national content standards.  Students gain practical knowledge about the markets and an appreciation for the value of saving and investing.
[INSERT YOUR PARAGRAPH ABOUT THE SCHOOL, SMG TEAM AND/OR TEACHER; INCLUDE TEACHER OR STUDENT QUOTES WHEN RELEVANT OR OF INTEREST]
The SMG program is coordinated for Illinois teachers by Econ Illinois, a division of NIU Outreach, Engagement and Information Technologies.  Nationally, the SMG is provided by the Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association Foundation for Investor Education.  

SMG is used in thousands of classrooms nationwide to help teach academic subjects while focusing on the importance of long-term savings and investment.  Students participate in teams of three to five students and invest a hypothetical $100,000 in a simulated portfolio over a period of ten to fifteen weeks each semester.  The teams conduct extensive research before buying stocks, learning such concepts as risk and diversification.  Although the students think they're playing a game, teachers know the students are learning economic and financial concepts they'll use for the rest of their lives.  Online teacher resources help the SMG teacher integrate the investment concepts into their existing curriculum.
For more information, please contact Illinois Stock Market Game coordinator, Debbie Kerman at Econ Illinois, 815-753-0356 or visit the Econ Illinois web site, http://www.econed-il.org .


